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This line is the shortest distance between two points
anywhere you put it. It represents as straight a course as you
can possibly travel on the earth or over it. It never bends to
right or left. The rhumb, in order to keep cutting each

meridian at the same angle, takes some pretty considerable
bends to right or left. (mapping by David Greenhood: p. 160).
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Though it is indeed the shortest, most direct route
between tow points on the earth’s surface, you must be ever
changing your compass direction with respect to those
converging meridians if you would stick to the oblique great
circle route. You have to do so not because the bends to right

or left but because the meridians do. (mapping by David
Greenhood: page 130).
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Your path may bend, but your compass direction won’t,
... In order to cross each meridian at the same angle, the
oblique rhumb line has to keep curving. (map use: reading,
analysis, and interpretation by Philip C.Muehreke, Professor of
Geography, University of Wisconsin, Madison: page 159, 160,
161).
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It is often said that a ship which sails, in the same track,
1.e. in a fixed direction, by rhumb line, is taking “the straight
course”. Actually it is doing nothing of the kind unless it is
sailing due north or south or along the equator. Even if it is
sailing due east or west, along a parallel of latitude, it is not
sailing “in a straight line” or, in other words, taking the

shortest route. (An Introduction to the study of map projection
by James Mainwaring: page 14).
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Any desirable property - like the simple arrangement of
meridians and parallels used here - can be obtained if we are
willing to sacrifice all the other desirable properties (e.g.

correct areas, correct shapes, correct directions). (Geography a
Modern Synthesis by Peter Haggett: page 42).
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The equatorial Mercator is the only one of all known

projections on which all rhumb lines are true straight lines, and
vice versa. (Physical Geography by Arther N. Strahler: page 36).
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Notice that, on the gnomonic map, great circles are

straight and rhumb lines curved, whereas on the meractor chart
rhumb lines are straight and great circles curved.
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In straightening his meridians, he necessarily distorted his
directions, ... Direction was the one factor he wished to retain,

... Compass direction was preserved, ... And laid down a chart
with compass points and rhumb lines headed in the right
direction. (The Story of Maps by Lloyde A. Brown: page 135).
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Direction is not constant along them. Frequent, through
small, changes in direction must be made. A rhumb line is a
line on the earth’s surface along which the direction is
constant. All straight lines on the map (of Mercator) show true

compass direction. (Physical Geography by Smyth Brown and
Fors: page 43, 48).
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[Determinition of the Direction of Qiblah by Malik Bashir Ahmed].
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